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Pastor's Corner

The Heart of Religion

When we think about stewardship we think “How much do we need to sive to the Church?”,

or "How much is the Church going to need to keep its programs 8oing?”

Stewardship is really about doing what God has always done. Throughout the ages, with
love, He has given to us freely and unconditionally, everything we need to live faithfully and happily.
Our Lord created us, in His image and likeness, out of a selfless love. Then He placed us on this earth,
a place that He created out of love. God watches over us everyday and blesses us in any and all
circumstances as we enjoy His presence in and around us. No matter where we go or what we do, God

is there to bless us and give us His everlasting love. We could not exist without His love.

God has commanded us to love one another the way that He loves us. For this reason, and in
gratitude for God's blessings, we are challenged to make a difference in the church and the world.
Giving is one way we accomplish this. Faithful giving allows us the opportunity to be Christ to the
person in need. It is a way of living, it is a change of heart, and just like any spiritual gift, the more

we practice it ~ the more we will live it.

“Mag God..who reached out in love and surprised you with gifts of unending help and

confidence, put a fresh heart in you..” 2 Thessalonians 216-17.

Aswe prayerfully reflect on what God has called us to give we need to remember that God has
given each of us special gifts and talents. Please consider sharing some of your gifts and talents to help

our church continue to minister to the community of Brimfield and the World at large.

“Though we are many, we are all one body in union with Christ, and we are all joined to each
other as different parts of one body. So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the
grace that God has given us.” Romans 1256.

May we, as Union Church and as members of the Body of Chyrist on earth, share what God has
given to us and obtain a heart of Christ. We should not see opposition and differences, but rather the
unigue and beautiful parts of Chyrist. Every time we give ~ both the giver and receiver disappear and

Christ is all that is seen.

MC‘ILJ The LOYC]. Bless ancl Keep YOLI,

Rev. Stephen W. Barch
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From the Moderator — November 2025

The holiday season is quickly approaching. Connie will be starting the choir practice
tor our Advent and Christmas services. Please consider lending your voice to our
choir.

Our Stewardship Sunday is November 9. Please carefully consider your gifts to the
church for the following year. Our Trustees use this information to help create the
budget for the upcoming year. There will be a breakfast following the service on
Nov. 9. Please contact the worship care committee if you would like to help or
donate any food.

Allison and the Wider Service committee have planned another Trunk or Treat.
This event 1s a great opportunity to show our church to the community. Please plan
on patticipating and/or helping with serving the food. It’s always a great time.

Don’t forget the “Stuff-a-Pew". We will be collecting 200 cans of corn and 100 large
boxes of instant mashed potatoes for the Thanksgiving baskets. For December, we
will be collecting 65 jars of pasta sauce and 65 boxes of dry pasta for the Christmas
baskets.

We will be looking for nominations to serve on our committees. If you aren’t on a
committee, please consider giving of your time and talent to help our church. We
will vote on these committee members at our annual meeting in January.

Congratulations to Jensen on his upcoming confirmation. We are blessed to have you
in our church and look forward to all the wonderful things you will accomplish.
Awesome achievement in your cross country meets this year! Congratulations!

As always pray for anyone suffering in any way. Pray for our
country and our leaders and pray that the truth will be known. ‘

7~ -

Prayerfully submitted,

Coleen Martin
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Our members are: Joyce Carlson, Bev Johnson, Sue Savage, Tonja Siegel, Jane Strevils, Ginny
Emerick

o  Choir practice is immediately following Worship. There is still time to join!
See Connie Andrews for more info.

o We did not have an October meeting;
o The Community Luncheon was held October 14th. We served Italian Beef sandwiches,
chips, salad and desserts to about 40 including the workers.

o The next Community Luncheon will be held November 11.

« Upcoming Events:

o Stewardship Sunday on Nov 9th. We will be having Brunch following Worship. Please plan
to attend. You should be receiving your Stewardship packet in the mail soon, if you do not,
there will be extras in the Fellowship Hall.

« Hanging of the Greens on Nov 23rd. We will have donuts and drinks as we decorate.

Our next meeting will be on Nov. 9th @ 8am.

Upcoming special church dates are:

Friday, Nov 1st All Saints Day

Sunday, Nov 9t Traditional Stewardship Sunday
Sunday, Nov 23rd Hanging of the Greens

Sunday, Dec 215t Longest Night Service 6:30pm
Tuesday, Dec. 24th Candlelight Service 10pm




November 2025 On Eagle’s Wings

page 5
« If you are interested in joining
the Church Holiday Choir, I\'
I please see Connie after worship. %—j-@_
= Practices are immediately
—= following Worship.
o The Brimfield Community Christmas Walk will be
We will be “Hanging the Saturday, December 6. More info coming soon.
Greens” immediately
tollowing Worship,
Sunday, November 23rd.

Please stay & join us as we November 9 will be
decorate the Sanctuary
and Fellowship Hall in

preparation for Christmas.

Stewardship Sunday.

A Fellowship Brunch will be
served after Worship.

Brimfield Community
Luncheon will be Tuesday,

/“/_‘f’ November 11 @ Noon.
27—

y Iﬂ ., Jane is the contact for this
\ ‘\“.-’
fi — event. Set your oven timers!

Find your favorite recipes!

Food Pantry updates Get those mixing bowls and

Thanksgiving baskets—We will be collecting boxed instant potatoes spatulas readly for
and corn to fill approximately 100 baskets. The final date for this collection Union Church’s
is November 16. The baskets will be distributed on November 19 & 22.

Stuff a Pew—November 16 thru December 14. We have been asked to
collect 65 large jars of pasta sauce and 65 packages of pasta. The food

Annual Cookie Walk.

Date TBA soon!

pantry gives out over 130 baskets to those in need in our community and Watch for more information
school district so many items are needed. coming soon!

Christmas baskets—these will be assembled on December 15th & 16th
and distributed on December 17 and December 20. If you would like to
help with any part of this process please see Ginny Emerick.

~Thank you for your generous donations.~
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Wider Service Team

The Wider Service team would like to thank everyone that showed up and/or donated to
the Trunk or Treat! We had quite a few trunks decorated with several being members of the
community and quite a few trunk or treaters.

We are checking our calendars to find a good date for the Biscuit & Gravy and Sausage day.
More info coming soon.

Submitted by Allison Porter

Our next Wider Service Team meeting is TBD

FAITHFUL FRIENDS PRE-SCHOOL IS OFF TO A GREAT START WITH THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR!

The Students of Faithful Friends Preschool had an amazing Halloween party on Thursday,
October 30. Students and their families, along with Mrs. Blundy, went trick or treating
to local businesses around town. Mrs. Blundy delivered treats the day before so each
business was set with goodies to hand out to the students (and younger siblings too!)
Such a fun annual tradition! Thank you to the families and parents that joined in this event!

Thank you for the continued support! Any questions?
Please contact Tara Blundy 446-9432

NOVEMBER
Birthdays Anniversaries
1— Linda Williams 17— Laura Sollenberger 7-Dan & Janet Fishel
7- Mary Kay Blundy 18— Mack Conway 15— Ed & Jenni Flores
Harlan Savage 21— Brianna Short 26—Scott & Angela Zehr
8- Michael Smith 25— Shawn McRae

26— Kale Barch
27—Hudson Savage

9- Liz McRae

IS

10— Mary Barnette
Angela Zehr
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Our Mission Focus for the Month of Peoria

NOVEMBER friendship
FRIENDSHIP hOUSE

HOUSE of Christian Service

Our Purpose:

Friendship House is a faith-based organization reaching out to all those in
need, regardless of faith. We strive to embody God’s love and to treat everyone
who comes through our doors with caring, respect and dignity.

Our Mission:

Our mission is to do the work of Jesus Christ, providing relief, respect and
renewal to Peoria’s most vulnerable individuals and families. Through the
simple gesture of a free meal, a clean shirt, a safe place to learn, Friendship
House offers the hope of a new start to the least, the last, and the lost.

Our Funding:

The Peoria Friendship House of Christian Service is funded by the Heart of
llinois United Way, churches, individuals, grants/foundations, community
support, and fundraisers.

We serve a community which is:

Praise be to God ! « 60% African-American
2025 Mission Giving to Date: « 30% Caucasian
Jan —Blankets + : $ 205 « 10% Hispanic

Feb—CWS/TOH : $ 205
March—OGHS : $ 215

« 80% of our service area consists of
individuals caring for families with an

April—CASA : $ 225 average annual income below $13,000.

May— Strengthen the Church : § 210 o 50% of the individuals receiving

emergency assistance at Friendship
July—CPA : $185 House are functionally illiterate.
Aug—CJT :$195
Sept—HPI : $ 175
Oct—NIN : $ 75

June—Peoria Rescue Ministry : $ 175
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November 2, 2025

Greeter
Ginny Emerick
Usher
Janet Fishel
Lay Reader
Tonja Siegel
Children’s Story
Pastor Steve
Sunday School
Communion
Sound System
Rudy Carlson

Donuts:
Jane Strevils

November 9, 2025
Greeter
Janet Fishel
Usher
Jim Martin
Lay Reader
Coleen Martin

Children’s Story
Pastor Steve
Sunday School
Kelly Walker
Sound System
Tim Siegel
Donuts:
Linda Williams
Stewardship Brunch

November 16, 2025

Greeter

Tonja Siegel
Usher
Tim Siegel
Lay Reader
Jane Strevils
Children’s Story
Pastor Steve
Sunday School
Tonja Siegel
Sound System
Rudy Carlson

Donuts:

Mary Anderson

November 23, 2025

Greeter

Lori Porter
Usher
Rudy Carlson
Lay Reader
Janet Fishel
Children’s Story
Pastor Steve
Sunday School
Coleen Martin
Sound System
Tim Siegel
Donuts:

Joyce Carlson
Hanging of the greens

November 30, 2025
Greeter
Mariola Kabat
Usher
Jetff Barnewolt
Lay Reader
Kelly Walker
Children’s Story

Pastor Steve
Sunday School
Emma Blundy
Sound System
Rudy Carlson

Donuts:

Ginny Emerick

2.
n




NOVEMBER 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
|
All Saints Day = Turn clocks back
before bed.
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Grief/Loss Trustees mt
> g
Worship 9am Group 3-4:30 9am
Adult Bible
Study 615-7:30
9 Worship Care 10 I 12 13 14 15
mtg 8am Lu1n2cheon
Worship 9am pm
. Grief/Loss
Stesvlvl :;rél:}lfup Group 3-4:30
& Brunch Adult Bible
Study 6:15-7:30
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Worship 9am Grief/Loss Sewing 8:30-2?
Group .
Leadership mtg 3-4:30pm 5 ’
8am Adult Bible
Study 6:15-7:30 ]
23 Worship 9am 24 25 26 27 28 29
Hanging of the Grief/Loss
Greens Group
+++++++++ 3-4:30pm
30 First Sunday of Adult Bible
Advent

Study 6:15-7:30
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Union Church at Brimfield, UCC

P.O Box 377
Brimfield, IL.. 61517

Phone: 309-446-3811
E-mail: office@brimfielduce.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.brimfieldunionchurch.org

Pastor Rev. Stephen Barch

Sunday Worship Service 9:00 AM

Pastor’s Office Hours Tuesdays Ipm-7pm

Grief & Loss Group Tuesday Afternoon 3-4:30pm
Adult Bible Study Tuesday Evenings 6:30-7:45pm
Children’s Bible School During Sunday Worship
Office Hours~ Tuesday 1-6pm

Friday 1pm-5pm
Or by appointment

On Eagle’s Wings Newsletter

THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH; THEY
SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS FAGLES; THEY SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE
WEARY; THEY SHALL WALK, AND NOT FAINT.” ISAIAH 40:31

On Eagle’s Wings is published monthly by
Union Church at Brimfield,

United Church of Christ

Galena & Clay, PO Box 377
Brimfield, IL 61517

Telephone: 309-446-3811

E-mail: office@brimfielducc.com

Virginia Emerick............... Newsletter Editor



