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PASTOR'S CORNER

Summertime

It is Summer Break and we all need to take a break and stay cool and take care of
ourselves. God wants you to know that he understands- the need to take a break, but he
wants you to know that he still wants to stay in touch with you and he loves to hear from
you. Church is air conditioned, so you do not have to stay away. He would love to see you
in worship. As we see all the stuff going on in society, we need to know that the best thing
that we can do is to pray. The best thing that we can pray for is that Gods will be done. We
don’t know what that is but if God’s will is done then it is the best thing that can happen.
Our calling is to worship and praise him in all circumstances. We are also called to be the
body of Christ here on earth and that calls us to get together with other believers and build
one another up.

I know that we are all busy, Our attendance has been dropping off each Sunday. We
need you and miss you — please come back. You are part of our family and when you are
missing, we are not whole. You really do make such a big difference and we would love to
see you again.

Religion historically has always helped in creating and defining the ethical framework
of every society. It has also been a regulator for values in day-to-day life. Religion helps
build character and connects us one to another. It allows us to focus not on ourselves as the
center of our world- but rather to look out for the good of others. Religion helps us to
connect to others who believe, and it helps us to connect to people that we serve. Religion
helps build values life love, empathy, respect, and harmony. Religion also helps us to look
beyond the world that we live in and to realize that we are connected to the divine. That no
matter what we are going through in life, God is bigger, and HE is more powerful. Religion
calls us to rise above our situation and see things as God sees them.

As we pass religion on to our kids, we are giving them the best gift we can. We are
preparing them to handle things in a different way. We are connecting them to a God who
loves them and will only do what is best for them. We are letting them know that God wants
to have a personal relationship with them. As parents we can only do so much, but God can
do so much more. We need to be teaching our kids about the love of God and connecting
them to this religion that has gotten us through life. As we look around at the society we live
in -Religion is the best gift we can give our kids. Religion is really the thing that is going to
change the society we live in and the time to start is now. How is it that we are living our
faith?? We can do all things through the love of Christ that passes all understanding.

May The Lord Bless and Keep You,
Rev. Stephen W. Barch
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From the Moderator — June 2026

Summer is here and we are finally seeing some nicer, warmer weather. It’s time to get
outdoors and enjoy the wonderful nature that God has given us. Enjoy the time with your
family over the summer. Don’t forget to come to the services on Sundays. It’s a great way to
start the week!

Thanks to all the workers who helped with the clean-up day. We have so many members
who work tirelessly at our church to keep it looking nice.

We are in the process of getting our pews refinished. Thanks to Janet and the Trustees
for getting this big job going. We look forward to the updated look in our sanctuary.

Best wishes to Tara in her new career. You impacted so many students in your career as
leader of Faithful Friends. I’'m sure all your students have many fond memories of all the
guidance you gave them.

Most of the committees have taken a break for the summer. If any issue arises, please
contact Pastor Steve or me.

Welcome to our new member, Bruce Welker. We look forward to seeing you often at our
services.

It so good to have Jane back with us. Continued prayers for you as you continue to heal.

As always, keep anyone suffering in any way in your prayers. Pray for our leaders, our
country, and the world. Pray that the truth will be known.

Prayerfully submitted,

Coleen Martin
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WORSHIP CARE

Committee members are: Joyce Carlson, Vanessa Hartley, Bev Johnson, Sue Savage, Tonja Siegel, Jane
Strevils & Ginny Emerick

The Worship Care Team met April 12th.

May 10™ Mother's Day-- All of the Mothers were presented with a carnation. MOM's are truly a Blessing.

Upcoming Events:

June 21st Father's Day---Each Father will receive a gift.

Our next meeting will be August 9th @ 8am.
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Wider Service Team

Sunday School
Sunday school will be held during the summer as long as we have kids and volunteers. Those who would like

to teach Sunday school would need to meet with Kelly Walker to discuss the curriculum for the next season.

Old Settlers’ Days
Coleen will be coordinating the volunteers for the food tent on Friday night, August 14th. Watch for a sign up

sheet to be posted in July.

School Clothing & Supply Giveaway

Kelly will coordinate this event and let us know the dates & what we can do to help.
Our next meeting Date TBA

Respectfully submitted by,

The Wider Service Team
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~*~ Thank you to everyone for your support of Whitney’s Walk for Life in years
past. Our 5th Sunday collection for MAY will be donated to Whitney’s Walk For o( '{O’Q ‘
Life. There is still plenty of time to join, you can go online, mark Union Church \?(7'

on the team line, or there will be brochures available at church within the next
few weeks. We appreciate your help to support this very important cause.
Please see the full article in the July newsletter to explain how well over one
million dollars has been raised since 2004 towards helping young people in our
area. We are making a difference!!! Contact Janet for more info.

~*~ We hope to see many of you at Jubilee Park on July 25 at 8:00 a.m. for a very

meaningful event, so come to run, walk or just to socialize. It is a great day!
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UNION CHURCH'S
LUNCHEON WILL BE
ON HIATUS FOR THE
SUMMER AND WILL

RESUME IN
SEPTEMBER

On Eagle’s Wings

GRIEF AND LOSS qrRoOUP
WILL CONTINUE TO MEET
THRoOUGH THE SUMMER

Bible Study class will be taking a
break for the summer. They will
resume class in September.

June 2026

WHITNEY’S WALK FOR
LIFE

JULY 25, 2026

WATCH FOR MORE INFO
COMING SOON!

Tara will be collecting college
packet donations and shut in
donations throughout the
summer. There is a list of
donation suggestions available
in the Fellowship Hall.

Please contact Taraif
you have any questions |
or need more info :

309-446-9432
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30- Ray Strevils

Birthdays
14- Fredrick Pacey

20- Kristina Porter

21- Madden Porter 4
22- Mariola Kabat 0\5
23- Jenny Flores

24- Brandon Porter

27- Patty Rook

29- Steve Williams Anniversaries

1- Rich & Constance Monk
9- Mike & Kelly Walker
23- Jim & Coleen Martin
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WHAT MAKES A DAD

God took the strength of a mountain, the majesty of a tree, the warmth of a summer sun,
the calm of a quiet sea, the generous soul of nature, the comforting arm of night, the
wisdom of the ages, the power of the eagle’s flight, the joy of a morning in spring, the faith
of a mustard seed, the patience of eternity, the depth of a family need, then God combined
these qualities, when there was nothing more to add, He knew His masterpiece was
complete, and so, He called it Dad. ~author unknown

WHAT IS A DAD?

A Dad is someone who: wants to catch you before you fall but
instead picks you up, brushes you off, and lets you try again.

A Dad is someone who: wants to keep you from making mistakes,
but instead lets you find your own way, even though his heart
breaks in silence when you get hurt.

A Dad is someone who: who holds you when you cry, scolds you
when you break the rules, shines with pride when you succeed, and
has faith in you even when you fail.

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY

1. Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer, all the people gathered,
but only one boy came with an umbrella. That is faith.

2. When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know you will catch them. That
is trust.

3. Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but we
still set the alarms to wake up. That is hope.

4. We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the future. That is confi-
dence.

5. We see the world suffering, but still, we get married and have children. That is love.

6. On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence “l am not 80 years old; | am sweet 16 with 64
years of experience.” That is attitude.
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Our Mission Focus for the Month of JUNE

Formerly known

Pathway Ministries =i

Our Mission ~ To create Pathways out of poverty through Jesus with our
neighbors in need

Our Vision ~ To see the kingdom of Jesus Christ grow through human
flourishing.

Our Values ~ Gospel Centered- Informed & animated by the good news
of a loving God, who pursues, saves, keeps, renews & enables us by His
grace, through Jesus Christ alone.

God dependent- a people marked by Humility, Prayer, & Hope for God to
work within & through us.

Call Motivated- This is more than a job-sharing in the missions of Jesus
to bring good news to the poor and set the captives free.

Kingdom Focused- For God’s glory everywhere.

Community Minded- Looking beyond our won ministry to our community
at large.

Partnership Oriented- Seeking to work together to accomplish more.
OUR HISTORY—

1955— Peoria Rescue Mission founded

1965— Men’s Renewal Program begins

1985— Current Peoria Rescue Mission Built

1987 — Pregnhancy & Counseling centers open |Praise be to God !
2004— Renewal Program for Women begins 2026 Mission Giving to Date:
2018— Emergency shelter for women opens Jan —TOH/ Blankets+ : $235

2022— 1212 Community House opens Feb— NH : $155
2022— Peoria Mulch begins operations Mar—OGHS : $ 225
2023— Reclaimed Home Décor launches Apr—CASA : § 185

2024— Ministry becomes Pathway Ministries May—STC: $ 188

info@pathwaypeoria.org



Serving at Union Church JUNE 2026

June 7, 2026

Greeter
Linda Williams
Usher
Tim Siegel
Lay Reader
Tonja Siegel
Children’s Story
Pastor Steve
Sunday School
Communion
Sound System
Rudy Carlson

Donuts
Ginny Emerick

June 14, 2026
Greeter
Joyce Carlson
Usher
Rudy Catrlson
Lay Reader
Kelly Walker
Children’s Story
Pastor Steve
Sunday School
Coleen Martin
Sound System
Tim Siegel

Donuts

Janet Fishel

June 21, 2026
Greeter
Ginny Emerick
Usher
Jim Martin
Lay Reader
Coleen Martin
Children’s Story
Tonja Siegel
Sunday School
Tonja Siegel
Sound System
Rudy Carlson

Donuts
Tonja Siegel
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June 28, 2026

Greeter
Constance Monk
Usher
Tonja Siegel
Lay Reader
Janet Fishel
Children’s Story
Kelly Walker
Sunday School
Kelly Water
Sound System
Tim Siegel

Donuts
Mazriola Kabat
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June 2026 Union Church at Brimfield, UCC

Union Church at Brimfield, UCC

P.O Box 377
Brimfield, IL. 61517

Phone: 309-446-3811
E-mail: office@brimfielducc.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.brimfieldunionchurch.org

Pastor Rev. Stephen Barch

Sunday Worship Service 9:00 AM

Pastor’s Office Hours Tuesdays 1pm-7pm

Grief & Loss Group Tuesday Afternoon 3-4:30pm

Adult Bible Study Tuesday Evenings 6:15-7:30pm
~On summer hiatus. Resumes in September

Children’s Bible School During Sunday Worship

Office Hours~ Tuesday 1-6pm

Friday 1pm-5pm
Or by appointment

On Eagle’s Wings Newsletter

THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH; THEY
SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS FAGLES; THEY SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE
WEARY; THEY SHALL WALK, AND NOT FAINT.” ISAIAH 40:31

On Eagle’s Wings is published monthly by Union
Church at Brimfield,

United Church of Christ

Galena & Clay, PO Box 377
Brimfield, IL 61517

Telephone: 309-446-3811

E-mail: office@btimfielducc.com

Virginia Emerick............... Newsletter Editor



