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Inside this issue: 



OUR ADVENT 

 

  Advent—  the season when we await the coming of  Christ. It’s more than just waiting for 

Christmas to arrive, it’s a time to really look at the practices of  our daily lives and see how we can 

better prepare our hearts for the coming of  our Lord and King—Jesus Christ.  

 Advent is a season of  both the celebration of  the Nativity of  Jesus at Christmas and the     

return of  Jesus at  the second coming. The term is a version of  the Latin word meaning 

“coming”. The Latin word adventus is the translation of  the Greek word Parousia, commonly 

used to refer to the second coming of  the Christ. For  Christians , the season of  Advent                    

anticipates the coming of  Christ from three different perspectives.: in the flesh in Bethlehem, in 

our hearts daily, and in glory at the end of  time. “  The season offers the opportunity to share in 

the ancient longing for the coming of  the messiah and to be alert for his Second Coming.   

 The new church liturgical year is the time to really assess the way that we have taken Jesus 

Christ seriously and allowed him to come into our hearts in a new way. Have we let Jesus  really 

take the center of  our hearts and lives? To make this year different than all the previous ones, we 

should be doing something different than we have in the past. To set aside more time for prayer, 

to give up a bad habit, to really watch our tongue with the gossip. Each little thing that we do–  

allows Jesus to have more room in our lives. It opens our heart and mind to his presence. Jesus 

wants nothing less than our hearts. He wants us to be completely devoted to living out our baptis-

mal  calling—to be his disciples of  today.  

 Yes Advent is an important time, it is preparing for the birth of  our Lord and Savior. What 

would it be like if  we did nothing and just let Christ into our hearts. We would be ashamed of  the 

fact that we didn't prepare, that we didn't give him the place of  honor in our lives, that we didn't 

treat him as the king that he is .  

 May this advent season draw us closer to the one who has called us, the one who has given 

everything for us, the one that wants to live in our hearts everyday.  

 

 May you be blessed this advent season!! 

 

                                                                  In Christ’ Love 

                                                                               Rev. Steve 
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From the Moderator – December 2025 

 

 It’s hard to believe we are in December and our Advent/Christmas season.  This year seems 

to have flown by.  Don’t miss our Sunday advent services.  Pastor Steve always plans a beautiful 

service.  Connie, Winston, and the choir have been working on some beautiful music.   

 The choir will perform at the Peace Concert at Bethel Church in Bartonville on Dec. 4.  

Watch for details.  It’s a beautiful evening with music and singing.   

 Hudson Savage has been very busy with our church.  He is the acolyte at many of  the                 

services.  He works very hard to make sure everything is perfect.  He also has added his musical 

talent to our choir.  He recently sang a duet and did an amazing job.  I hear he is working on                 

another song to play on the organ as well.  Thank you, Hudson, for all the joy you are giving to                   

us at our church. 

 Thanks to Rudy and Jeff  for all the work they do around the church.  They recently power 

washed and painted the parsonage porch and steps.  Whenever there is a job that needs to be 

done, you can usually find these 2 guys working on it.  

 Our Stuff-a-Pew is now in full swing for Christmas.  We are collecting jars of  pasta sauce 

and packages of  pasta.  Please help by bringing a few items to help our neighbors in need. 

 The cookie walk is Dec. 20th from 8:30-1:00.  This event is always a favorite of  the                  

community.  Please help by making your favorite cookie recipes. 

 The Longest Night service is Dec. 21 at 6:30. Don’t miss our Christmas Eve service on the 

24th at 10 PM. It’s always a beautiful and magical night. 

 As always, keep anyone suffering or having any difficulties in your prayers.  Pray for our 

country and our leaders.  Pray that the truth will be known. 

 

Prayerfully submitted, 

Coleen Martin 
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WORSHIP CARE TEAM 
Members of this committee are:  Joyce Carlson, Tonja Gunter, Sue Savage, Jane Strevils, Bev Johnson, Ginny 
Emerick 

 
 The Worship Care Team met November 9th.  

Stewardship letters were sent out along with Time & Talent Pledge card and an Estimated of Giving Card.     
Thanks to all that completed their Stewardship Cards.  Stewardship Sunday was November 9th.   

 

Other Ministries: 

Choir Practice 

Grief and Loss every Tuesday from 3:00pm—4:30pm 

Adult Bible Study every Tuesday 6:15pm to 7:45pm 

 

Things happening :  

November 23rd --Hanging of the Greens after Worship Service 

   Donuts & drinks were served. 

December 6th—Brimfield Christmas Walk 5-7pm 

December 13th—Biscuits & Gravy and Breakfast with Santa 7-10am 

December 20th—Cookie Walk  8:00am – 11:00am    

December 21st—Sunday, Longest Night Service  6:30pm 

December 24th— Wednesday, Candlelight Service  10pm 

 

Our Next Meeting will be December 14th @ 8am 

We will not be  meeting in January.  

Our Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 18, 2025 following Worship, weather permitting. 

Please join us for                 

Christmas Eve                           

candlelight                      

service at                       

10pm 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30th, WILL BE OUR 5TH SUNDAY COLLECTION.   
THE PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE AMERICAN RED CROSS. Red Cross 
disaster relief focuses on meeting emergency disaster-caused needs. 
When a disaster strikes, we provide shelter, food and health and 
mental health services, which address basic human needs. In                  
addition, we help individuals resume their normal activities             
independently. This may include a referral or way to pay for what is 
needed most: groceries, clothes, rent, emergency home repairs, 
transportation, household items, medicines and occupational tools. 
The Red Cross may also help  those needing long-term recovery                 
assistance when all other available resources are unavailable or                   
inadequate to meet the needs. All assistance is based on verified                      
disaster-caused needs and is free—literally a gift as a result of the 
generous support of the American people. The Red Cross feeds                    
disaster victims and emergency workers, handles inquiries from                      
concerned family members outside the area, provides blood to                   
disaster victims and links disaster victims to other resources. 



  

Merry Christmas 

from 

  

   Union Church’s Luncheon  

Tuesday, December 9 @ Noon.  

Contact Bev Johnson or Jane  

if you would like to provide a 

dessert or volunteer in the 

kitchen. 

 

Saturday, December 20th is 

the Annual Cookie Walk. 

8:00 11:00 am 

Set your oven timers!           

Find your favorite recipes!    

Get those mixing bowls and 

spatulas ready! 

 

    ~Please bring your baked 

goods to the church by 2:30pm 

Friday, December 19. We will 

need helpers to make up the 

cookie trays and package  

candy on Friday afternoon   

beginning around 2:30 p.m.   

On Saturday, the 20th, we will 

need four or five people to 

manage the sale. 

 

For more information  contact  

 Bev Johnson or Jane Strevils 

or the Church Office 

    DECEMBER 
Birthdays 

1– Cheryl Harmison 

3– Kimmie Jones 

4– Cheryl Powers 

14– Eddie Jones 

20– Henry Peters 

27– Sharon Miller 

       Knox Parod 

28– Sue Savage 

29– Julie Barton 

30– Dan Fishel 

 

Anniversaries 

13– Anthony & Rachel Blodgett  

26– Eric & Laura Sollenberger 

 

We would like to invite you to 

bring a Poinsettia or other            

Holiday flower or plant for the 

Sanctuary,  in memory of  a 

loved one for Christmas Eve. 

COLLEGE & SHUT-IN CARE PACKAGES 

• Tara has the shut-in packages ready to be 

delivered for December. She is gathering 

things for the College Packages.  

• If  you would like to donate a gift card,             

or cash to purchase a gift card, for our 

college students, please contact Tara for 

more info. 
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WIDER SERVICE TEAM 

~*~Allison Porter, Lori Porter, Coleen & Jim Martin, Tonja Gunter, Constance Monk. 

• Tara is working on the college & shut in packets. She is looking for new or extra ideas to put in 

the packets.  

• Saturday, December 13th, from 7-10am, we will be serving sausage and biscuits & 

gravy at the Brimfield Legion Hall for Breakfast with Santa. There are sign up 

sheets on the bulletin board. Contact Allison for more info.  

• Our next meeting is TBD. 

Please like our FACEBOOK page~  

union church at brimfield 

Please LIKE, COMMENT & SHARE 

our posts to help get us out in 

the Community   

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO HELP                    

STUFF THE PEW!! 

We are collecting items for the Brimfield Community 

Food Pantry until December 10.   These items will 

be used to help fill Christmas baskets for families in 

need that are from Brimfield and our surrounding 

areas. 

 

*OUR FOCUS ITEMS ARE: 

  65 LARGE JARS OF                                       

PASTA SAUCE AND 65 BOXES OF PASTA                                                  

~*~BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH CHRISTMAS PEACE SING 

WILL BE THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4TH @ 7PM  

Any donations that are collected during the concert will be going to support the                      
South Side Mission 
  
We welcome all who would like to attend!    

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

200 COLONA AVE.  

BARTONVILLE, IL 61607 



Our Mission Focus for the Month of   

Purpose 

The Christmas Fund provides a lifeline of hope to many lower-income active and retired clergy and 

lay employees in the United Church of Christ. Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension 

and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, emergency assistance to the families 

of clergy and lay employees and Christmas “Thank You” Gift checks to hundreds of annuitants. 

Mission 

The Mission of the Christmas Fund is to provide assistance dollars in situations of critical need, 

while reserving the dignity of those who receive the aid. You can honor the Christ Child during this 

season by bringing gifts that will be used to support and honor those who have served, and are 

serving, this beloved church. Your gifts will truly represent the incarnational nature of the church at 

its best. 

For 110 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has 

been a means by which we-as members of the United Church of Christ and its predecessor       

denominations- reflect the light of God in the world, individually and in community. The Christmas 

Fund, one of four Special Mission Offerings received annually in the United Church of Christ, is a 

beacon of light for many who have served, and who             

continue to serve, our church. 

We are grateful for your partnership in this vital ministry, 

and ask that you consider supporting the Christmas Fund 

Offering again, prayerfully and to the best of your ability. 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund helps us to reach out in 

love and compassion to provide assistance to those in the 

greatest need, who selflessly have given of themselves for 

the sake of the Gospel. 

On behalf of the 1,600 + clergy and lay individuals and 

families who received some form of Ministerial Assistance 

since the last Christmas Fund Offering, the members of 

the Pension Board express their deep gratitude to you for 

your generosity. May the light of Jesus Christ shine brightly 

in your life, now and always. 
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Praise be to God ! 

2025 Mission Giving to Date: 

Jan –Blankets + : $ 205 

Feb—CWS/TOH  : $ 205 

March—OGHS  : $ 215 

April—Common Place  : $ 225 

May— Strengthen the Church  : $ 210 

June—Peoria Rescue Ministry  : $ 175 

July—CPA  : $ 185 

Aug—CJT  : $ 195 

Sept—HPI  : $ 175 

Oct—NIN : $ 270 

Nov—FH : $ 165 

 DECEMBER   

CHRISTMAS FUND 



December 7, 2025 

Greeter 

Constance Monk               

Usher 

Linda Williams 

Lay Reader 

Mariola Kabat 

Children’s Story 

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School 

Communion 

Sound System 

Rudy Carlson 

 

 

 

Donuts:  

Janet Fishel 

December 14, 2025 

Greeter 

 Linda Williams             

Usher 

Janet Fishel 

Lay Reader 

Coleen Martin 

Children’s Story 

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School 

Emma Blundy 

Sound System 

Tim Siegel 

 

 

 

 

Donuts:  

Tonja Siegel 

December 28, 2025 

Greeter 

Ginny Emerick                          

Usher 

Rudy Carlson 

Lay Reader 

Tonja Siegel 

Children’s Story  

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School  

Coleen Martin 

Sound System 

Tim Siegel 

 

 

 

 

 Donuts :  

 Linda Williams 

Serving at Union Church      December    2025 

December 21, 2025 

Greeter 

Joyce Carlson                          

Usher 

Jim Martin 

Lay Reader 

Jeff Barnewolt 

Children’s Story  

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School 

Kelly Walker 

Sound System 

Rudy Carlson 

 

 

 

 

 Donuts :  

 Mariola Kabat 

December 24, 2025 

Greeter 

Volunteer                        

Usher 

Volunteer 

Lay Reader 

Volunteer 

Sound System 

Rudy Carlson 

 

 

 

 

 

 10PM 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

SERVICE 



  DECEMBER   2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 2 3 4    Bethel       5 6 

Brimfield                                                                                

Area          

Christmas         

Walk  5-7pm 

7    

Worship 9am 

 Trustees  

Mtg after             
Worship 

 

8 9 

    Luncheon 

Grief & Loss 
Group 3-430pm 

Bible Study 

6-7:30pm 

10 11 12 

 

 

13     Sausage,               

Biscuits & Gravy 

and Breakfast w/ 

Santa 7-10am at 

Brimfield Legion  

14 
   Worship Care            

8am mtg 

     Worship         

9am 

Confirmation 

15 16 
   Grief & Loss 

Group                   
3-430pm 

    

Bible Study 

6:15-7:45pm 

17 

Sewing Day 

8:30am-?? 

18 19 

Have Cookies 

here to tray up 

by 2pm 

20 

Cookie Walk 

8:30-11:00 a.m.   

21 
 Leadership mtg       

8am 

Worship 9am 

Longest Night  

Service 6:30pm 

22 23 

     

 

24 

   Candlelight 

       Service  

        10pm 

25 26 27 

 

28 

   Worship 9am 

5th Sunday              
collection for 

Red Cross 

29 

    
30 

 

31    

       

 

     

 

 

 

     

Lutheran 

Christmas 

Peace Sing 

7pm 
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THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH ; THEY 
SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS EAGLES ; THEY SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE 
WEARY; THEY SHALL WALK , AND NOT FAINT.”  ISAIAH 40:31 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

www.brimfieldunionchurch.org  

Pastor       Rev. Stephen Barch 

Sunday Worship Service        9:00 AM 

Pastor’s Office Hours   Tuesdays 1pm-7pm 

Grief & Loss Group   Tuesday Afternoon 3-4:30pm 

Adult Bible Study  Tuesday Evenings 6:15-7:45pm 

Children’s Bible School       During Sunday Worship 

 Office Hours~                  Tuesday 1-6pm 

                        Friday 1pm-5pm 

         Or by appointment 

 


