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“They that wait upon the Lord shall 

renew their strength; they shall 

mount up with wings as eagles; they 

shall run, and not be weary; they 

shall walk, and not faint.”  Isaiah 

40:31 
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We are going to look at the Sermon Series we have been doing during the season of Lent 

Our Journey to the Cross 

Ash Wednesday – This is not an obligation-it is an invitation to Journey to the Cross with Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour 

1st Sunday of Lent - Facing Temptations- Jesus is tempted to abandon who he is, we are tempted to take 
things into our own hands and not trust God to do what He can do. We become selfish with the gifts God has 
given us. 

2nd Sunday of Lent – Born from Above- We need to focus on our Spiritual life more than our physical life. We 
need to submit everything to the will of God. 

3rd Sunday of Lent – Let meet at the Well – Jesus will meet us where we are and invite us into a deeper               
relationship with Him. He already knows everything about us, He wants us to talk to Him. 

4th Sunday – Why? We spend our life asking why and Jesus Just wants to heal our blindness. He wants us to 
see the world through Jesus eyes. Trust Him 

5th Sunday – Jesus Calling- Jesus is calling each one of us through the events of our life to put our total trust 
in Him and His Power. No matter how dead something looks. What is dead that we need Christ to resurrect in 
our life. 

6th Sunday – Palm Sunday – Total Commitment- As Jesus enters into the most grueling week of His life it is 
only through total commitment to His Father that He will make it through. Jesus invites us to have total             
commitment to doing the will of His Father. 

Maunday Thursday – Come to the table – We are invited to the table to be fed by His Body and Blood – to be 
nourished in our faith by His presence in our life. To live into our Baptismal Promises. 

Good Friday – The Final Test – It takes every ounce of Faith to endure the Cross and Jesus shows us how total 
commitment to doing the will of God will overcome even Death itself. Jesus knows that we will have crosses 
in life. Moments that only a total commitment to God and our faith will get us through. 

Easter Sunday – New Life in Christ- Christ always brings us through rough times to give us new life.                            
Resurrection is realizing Christ as our Lord and Savior the Center of everything.  

 

In Christ’s love,  

Rev. Stephen W. Barch  

 

Our Journey to the Cross 

April  2026 



 

From the Moderator – April 2026 

  

 Thanks to Pastor Steve, Connie, Winston, and the choir for such beautiful Lenten            

services. We appreciate all the efforts you put into making these services so meaningful. Our 

services will conclude with Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. 

 Don’t miss our Easter Service. We celebrate this wonderful day in our Christian faith. 

We celebrate our Risen Lord! The music and scripture will be very special. 

 We are finally getting through the long winter and starting to enjoy some nicer spring 

weather. I love this time of year with the reawakening of our trees, flowers, and shrubs.            

Enjoy getting outdoors and refreshing your spirit. 

 The pancake/sausage breakfast will be on April 25 at the Legion in Brimfield. Sign-up 

sheets are in the Fellowship Hall. Please come and help and enjoy the annual tradition. Pass 

the word. This event is a great outreach for our church. Thanks to Allison and the Wider               

Service committee for all the planning. 

 The Trustees have been busy keeping our church in updated condition. The solar           

panels will be a nice help for our energy bill. They are also looking at the refurbishing of our 

pews in our sanctuary. The carpet needs to be replaced as well. Keep posted for any updates 

on these projects. 

 As always, keep anyone suffering in any way in your prayers. Pray for our leaders and 

our country and the world. Pray that the truth will be known. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Coleen Martin 
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Worship Care Team 

Members of the Worship Care Team are: Joyce Carlson, Ginny Emerick, 
Vanessa Hartley, Bev Johnson, Tonja Siegel,& Jane Strevils  

The Worship Care Team met March 8 at 8am.  

Holy Week Schedule : 

Palm Sunday ~ March 29th Service @ 9am 

Maundy Thursday ~ April 2nd Service @ 6:30pm. We will be having a light meal with our                            
             Service 
Good Friday ~ April 3rd Service @ 6:30pm 

Easter Sunday ~ April 5th Service @ 9am 

 

• Our next meeting will be Sunday, April 12th at 8am.  

 

Faithfully, the Worship Care Team 

 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

 If you would like to help with Donut Sundays, or any other volunteer                                 

position, please contact the church office. 
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We invite you to                 

bring Easter & Spring              

flowers to decorate the                

Altar for Easter Sunday            

Service. Please have them 

here by Palm Sunday. There 

will be a sign up sheet on 

the bulletin board. 
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Announcements~ 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS         ANNIVERSARIES 

3- Kiara walker  

4– Brian Porter      

7– Trip Barton        

    Bobbi Emerick   

20– jon Stieghorst 

24– Addison Barton 

26– Joyce Carlson 

 

  

APRIL 

 

 

 

 

ACCEPTING ENROLLMENTS 

For the 2026 ~ 2027 School Year 

3, 4, & 5 year olds 

 

Positive learning environment            

 Structured curriculum 

2 or 3 mornings a week with                                       
reasonably priced tuition 

Call Tara at 309-446-9432 for more info 

Grief & Loss Group meets 

Tuesday afternoons from  

 3pm ~ 4:30 

 

 

Our next  Luncheon will be 

Tuesday, April 8 at 

12:00pm.   
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1-  Ray & Jane Strevils   

3– jere & mary kay Blundy 

20-Trip & Julie Barton       

Adult Bible Study          

meets Tuesday                        

evenings from                             

6:15 ~ 7:30 

PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW IF 

YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE A 

COPY OF THE MONTHLY             

NEWSLETTER ~           

EITHER A PAPER 

COPY OR ONE BY 

EMAIL.  



 

Saturday, April 25th, 2026 

7:30AM ~ 10:30AM 

 

NEW LOCATION: 

Brimfield American Legion Hall 

121 W. Knoxville St.,  

Brimfield IL 

 

Price ~ 

Adults $10.00 

Kids $5.00  ages 4-12 

Children under 4 eat free 
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Union 

church 

Pancake &  

Sausage 

Day 

~All you can eat pancakes                        

and sausage~ 

 

SIGN UP SHEETS ARE 
ON THE BULLETIN 

BOARD IN THE                   
FELLOWSHIP HALL.  

THERE ARE STILL SOME 
OPEN SPACES. JOIN US 

IN THIS FUN                      
FELLOWSHIP EVENT! 

April 2026 

ALLISON IS THE CONTACT 
PERSON FOR THIS EVENT. 



     Our Mission Focus for the Month of   
     APRIL 

 
What is CASA? ~ CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocates. CASA is a private, non 

profit organization that recruits, trains and supports court approved community volunteers, to 

advocate on behalf of abused and neglected children that are in the court system, seeking to 

assure safe, permanent families for them as quickly as possible. 

CASA is the only volunteer organization that empowers citizens as appointed members of the 

court. In an overburdened social welfare system, abused and neglected children often slip 

through the cracks among hundreds of current cases. CASA volunteers change that. Appointed 

by judges, CASA volunteers typically handle just one case at a time – and commit to staying on 

that case until the child is placed in a safe, permanent home. While others may come and go, 

CASA volunteers provide that one constant that children need in order to thrive. 

CASA of the Tenth Judicial Circuit (formerly CASA of Peoria County) is a volunteer               

organization that advocates for the best interests of children who have experienced abuse or 

neglect and are within the Juvenile Abuse and Neglect Court System in Peoria, Tazewell,                

Marshall, Putnam and Stark counties.  

 

Mission: The mission of CASA of the Tenth Judicial Circuit is to ensure that every child who has                       

experienced abuse or neglect is placed in a safe and permanent home, by utilizing specially 

trained community volunteers who advocate for children abused or neglected going through the 

court system.  

 

Vision: CASA of the Tenth Judicial Circuit’s goal is that every child who has experienced abuse 

or neglect is placed in a safe permanent home as quickly as possible. To build the nationally 

recognized advocate program for children abused or neglected throughout the Tenth Judicial 

Circuit. Specifically, our vision is to:  

• Increase volunteerism with quality case management and training 

• Provide consistent and quality advocacy services and programs 

• Increase awareness and visibility for CASA of the Tenth Judicial Circuit 

• Implement fundraising plans that will sustain our future for                  

 generations to come. 

 

Values: We believe that all children have the right to a safe,                   

permanent home and deserve the support and involvement of their 

community to make this possible.  
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Praise be to God ! 

2026 Mission Giving to Date: 

Jan —Blankets+/TOH : $ 235 

Feb—NH  : $ 155 

Mar—OGHS :  $ 215 

                     

April 2026 



April 5. 2026 

Greeter 

Ginny Emerick             

Usher 

Tim Siegel 

Lay Reader 

Tonja Siegel 

Children’s Story 

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School 

Communion 

Sound System 

Rudy Carlson 

 

 

 

 

Donuts :  Ginny Emerick 

April 12, 2026                                     

Greeter 

Tonja Siegel             

Usher 

Rudy Carlson 

Lay Reader 

Jeff Barnewolt 

Children’s Story 

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School 

Emma Blundy 

Sound System 

Tim Siegel 

 

 

 

 

Donuts :  Janet Fishel 

April 19, 2026  

Greeter 

Janet Fishel             

Usher 

Jim Martin 

Lay Reader 

Kelly Walker 

Children’s Story 

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School 

Coleen Martin 

Sound System 

Rudy Carlson 

 

 

 

Donuts : Tonja Siegel 

Serving at Union Church April 2026 

April 26, 2026                      

Greeter 

Constance Monk             

Usher 

Linda Williams 

Lay Reader 

Coleen Martin 

Children’s Story 

Pastor Steve 

Sunday School 

Tonja Siegel 

Sound System 

Tim Siegel 

 

 

 

Donuts :  Mariola Kabat 
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 Apr i l  2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

            

  
1 2 

Maundy 
Thursday 

6:30pm 

3 

Good             
Friday 

6:30pm 

4 

 

 5  EASTER 
Worship      

9:00 am 

 

6 

 

 7  
Grief & Loss      

3-4:30 

   Adult Bible 

Study                 
6:15-7:30 

8 9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12Worship Care   

mtg 8am 

      Worship                

9:00 am 

Trustees mtg 10 

13 14  
Luncheon 12p 
  Grief & Loss       

3-4:30 

   Adult Bible 

Study  6:15-7:30 

     

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 
18 

19   
     Worship        

9:00 am 

 
Leadership 
mtg 8am 

20 21 

Grief & Loss                

3-4:30 
Adult Bible 

Study                 

6:15-7:30 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Pancake & 
Sausage 
Day 7:30-
10:30am 

26  

Worship      

9:00 am 

27 28  

 Grief & Loss   

3-4:30 
Adult Bible 

Study                  

6:15-7:30 

29 

 

30   
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Union Church at Brimfield, UCC April 2026 

P.O Box 377 

Brimfield, IL.  61517 

Phone: 309-446-3811 

E-mail: office@brimfielducc.com 

Union Church at Brimfield, UCC 

On Eagle’s Wings is published monthly by Union 

Church at Brimfield 

United Church of Christ 

Galena & Clay,   PO Box 377 

Brimfield, IL 61517 

Telephone: 309-446-3811 

E-mail: office@brimfielducc.com 

Virginia Emerick……………Newsletter Editor 

 

 

THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH ; THEY 
SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS EAGLES ; THEY SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE 
WEARY; THEY SHALL WALK , AND NOT FAINT.”  ISAIAH 40:31 

On Eagle’s Wings Newsletter 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

www.brimfieldunionchurch.org  

Pastor       Rev. Stephen Barch 

Sunday Worship Service        9:00 AM 

Pastor’s Office Hours   Tuesdays 1pm-7pm 

Grief & Loss Group   Tuesday Afternoon 3-4:30pm 

Adult Bible Study  Tuesday Evenings 6:15-7:30pm 

Children’s Bible School       During Sunday Worship 

 Office Hours~                  Tuesday 1-6pm 

                        Friday 1pm-5pm 

         Or by appointment 


